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LETTER.—N?°. 2. 





To ————» 
Sir, : " 

THE gulf of distress into which this country. has been in- 
volved, first by the temporising uncertainty. and afterwards by 
the violent pressure of your measures, threatens to involve you 
too in the general destruction. The chastity of your adminis- 
tration had always been suspected, from the prudery of its exte- 
riour, and its captiousness at the most distant insinuation ; but 
fortunately for the nation, the effects of illicit intercourse are. 
growing every day more evident.” You are about to retire, sir, 
but your shame will remain, and the execrations of the country 
will pursue you.. You are every way to be pitied or despised, 
since you are every way unfortunate and contemptible. But, 
though your.ridiculous misfortunes might disarm even person- 
al enmity of its: weapon; your treachery to the nation, will 
place it in the hands of publick justice, to inflict the vengeance, 
due to'so enormous a crime. . Justice has no sympathy; your 
faults have of late so much accumulated in her balance, that 
her sword:is now raised, waiting for the signal of the people. 
Though’ cowardice is a protection from the resentnients of cour- 
age, itis no defence against the determinations: of the publick 
will. .In your retirement from office, you cannot.carry with 
you the.infamy of your transactions; you may pefish, but they 
will remain uninjured ; for they are erg in’ the tears of 
your afflicted country. 

_ .. Sitices the. acknowledgment of your suppression of ‘the im- 
poet document from Mr. Canning; the abuse of your pol- 
luted presses has suddenly been stopped. The prevarication of 
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‘the Monitor, vad the virulence of Tom Paine, are equally at an 
end. The man, who was daring enough to assail the divinity of - 
God and the sanétity of the scriptures, wants impudence enough 
to defend your turpitude. ‘The charge of the Federalists was, 
thatthe letterof the British minister had been concealed fromthe 
people; the charge waszrepelled by infamousabuse ; and forgery, 
forgery was the watch word of your party. Even the hired 
sycophants of your power, could not believe you vile enough 
for so perfidious a deed. How does‘it happen then, that the 
official acknowledgment of the transaGion, exceeds the limits 
of -hireling belief. Do your worshippers find out that their 
god is an evil spirit; or do you think you have already suffi- 
ciently succeeded in distressing the country, and are willing to 
suspend yotir machinations, and give your successor an equal 
chance with yourself, to violate the rights of the publick? 
Whatever are the causes of this. silence, when the clearest vin- 

_dication should have been expeéted, the effects are as deplorable 
as your utmost malignity can desire. We are now officially ’in- 
formed, that the treachery we suspected im our foreign negocia- 

tions did really exist in the cabinet : we find ourselves reduced 
to:such a state of desperation, through your instrumentality, 
that:all relief is hopeless, but the last resort of despair. But 
if; like the'slave'in Morocco, we must give up our life at the 
signal-of a tyrant, we hope, like him to have such presence of 
mind in our distraétion, as first to mflia@ our vengeance on the 
despot, and draw this miserable consolaticn in our calamity, that 
he also‘s involved in the same destruction with ourselves. 
Aifter all this treachery, we are now to be imsulted with ex- 
ewses about Mr. Pinckney, and nonsensical arguments suggest- 
ing the non-reception of the reply to the suppressed letter. 

‘This is mockery indeed. What assign as a reason for govern. 
mental-treachery; the opposing: wishes of an individual, whose 
eredit you had*before done your utmost to destroy, by another 
stretch of power in dire&t repugnance to those wishes. For 
shame, for shame; the impotence-of the reasoning is too florid 
for*health, it evinces only the he@tick of disease. But you say, 
his answer'to Mr. Canning was not received with that minister’s 
eommunication: Were you perfectly aware of the improbabil- 
ities included ‘imthis.assertion ? The government of this country 
is charged with treachery in a-foreign court, and the minister 
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representing that government, sends home this charge, without 
shewing either how it: was repelled, or whether it was repelled. 
No, he dispatched this important-letter home, without a single 
comment: he proved himself utterly unworthy of even a consul- 
ship under the little republick of St. Marino; and yet we are 
insultingly told that in consequence of his wishes, a dispatch con- 
taining the most necessary information to our very existence has 
been suppressed. It cannot be believed for a moment; Mr. 
Pinckpey’s answer and Mr. Canning’s letter, if they did not ar- 
rive at the same instant, had both arrived long before the time, 
when the cries of the people demanded of the President an ex- 
plicit avowal or disavowal of the latter. It has now been official- 
ly acktiowledgee to be genuine ; and the universal shout of in- 
dignation which has succeeded the developement has am, the 
foundation of the capital. 

There are three aé&s to which you have given your sanétion, 
neither of which, had it appeared alone, could in my opinion, 
have been exceeded in perfidy ; but which coming: together, and 
gradually rising upon each other in the scale of infamy, ren- 
der it doubtful whether you have not yet concealed something 
moredeadly than either ; something which may constitutethe point 
of depravity, at which the political mercury freezes, and render all 
further observation useless, for want of some more potent fluid 
to determine the yet to. be degraded state of your vindictive tur- 
pitude. The last Embargo aét including intrinsically, and un- 
der its mildest aspect, a tyranny of the most dangerous prece- 
dent, had hardly ‘been promulgated, when your acknowledg- 
ment of the suppression ef a publick document of the utmost 
importance was made known; and at length to shew the great, 
er lengths to which treachery has been extended, the French 
minister steps forward before all Europe, and acknowledges you 
to be a faithful ally to that government, ‘The eyes of all the 
world are now turned in anxious expectation, to the gonduct of 
the United States,and to you sir, im particulargas the President of 
the union. Recolleé& then, that though you have betrayed the 


‘best interests and the dearest rights of the nation ; yet, that re- 


pentance is still in your power. Though the ruined merchant, 
and citizen of the New-England states must forever detest you : 
yet you may be able to elude the virulence of their exasperated 
revenge, by a sudden change of measures. The distressed cir- 
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cumstances in which you as well-as they are placed, will admit 
neither of delay nor indecision, *Make amends for the insults 
and injuries you have heaped upon us, not by formal apologies 
nor indirect ‘satisfaction ; but by a direét conformity to the inter- 
ests of the nation. Let:-your Embargo be repealed, your tone 
of hostility to one, and submission to another belligerent be 
changed ; avow your just rights, but insist not upon unattaina- 
ble concessions. If, after all this, you should fail in your negocia- 
tions, be prepared with your power to maintain your independ- 
ence. Act thus, and you oppose a rock to the tide of vengeance, 
which now threatens destruction to the federal compact : persist 
in your present measures, and the stream will hurry you into a 
fate as exemplary and dreadful,- as your crimes are numerous 
and deadly. Let me warn you to change, before it be too late, 
or if you must preserve the general tenor of your part for the 
catastrophe of the piece ; remember that the justice of the poet 
must:doom you to a punishment, commensurate with the ex- 
tent of your atrocity. > Marcus Brutus. 








EXTRACT 


From the REPLY of both branches of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts to the Lieut. Governour’s Speech. 





To Hs Howour, the Lieutenant-Governour of the: CommonweaLta 
or Massacuusetts. 


May 1T PLEASE vour Honour, 


“¢ THE appeal to heaven, in the opening of your honour’s first ad- 
dress to the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts, so 
much resembles the arguments of an impostor, as to render us suspi- 
cious, that You too miight betray us into a snare, by the plausibility of 
your political cunnifig, and an affected attachment to every description 
of party. ‘True religion is evinced by the praétice of the christian vir- 
tues #* but we always suspect the hypocrite, when he begins his career 
by unlimited professions of zeal, and appeals to God for the integrity 
of his intentions, instead of proving that integrity by his conduct. But, 
may it please your honour, you soon afterwards convince us that the 
appeal in question was only a formal opening to your address, without 
any meaning whatsoever ; for in a following passage of your speech, 
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you contemplate a quarrel between the several branches of the state 
government, certainly inconsistent with devotion to the Deity and 
the messenger of peace and good will. You observe in a very pro- 
phetick manner ; ‘ if instructed by the constitution and law, and sin- 
cerely aiming to adhere to their provisions, and to advance the general 
interest and harmony among the citizens, there should unhappily be a 
difference of opinion betweer the different departments of government, 
as to means.or their application, it can be no just cause of uneasiness or 
distrust among us.’ 

Now your honour must suffer us to be at issue with you upon this 
point, since we happen to be acquainted with no juster * cause of un- 
easiness and distrust’ amongst a people, than a ‘ difference of opinion’ 
entertained by the-different departments of a government ; particular- 
ly of so determined a nature as to be avowed and contempiated by the 
Executive, before the question on which it is to occur is brought be- 
fore the legislative branch; and even before it could be known that 
any question to come before them could reasonably produce a disagree- 
ment. Your honour, however, has the merit of introducing a more 
compendious system of government ; you imply your hostile intentions, 
not only previous to the passage of an act or resolve, but previous to 
any knowledge of an intention in the legislature to pass any such act 
or resolve. - While therefore, you contemplate a difference of opinion 
in the councils of the state government, and imply that that difference 
will come from yourself, of what use is it to inform us of the advanta- 
ges which would result ‘ could-legislators be agreed ;’ it rests with you 
to produce the agreement, and you avow determined opposition. 

You however are pleased to inform us soon after, cf theground of this 
hostility ; that ‘ the New-England states have been represented to their 
injury, and to the injury of the United States ; as distracted with di- 
visions, prepared for opposition to the authority of the law, and fast 
ripening for a secession from the union.’ If this is the basis on which 
your subsequent remarks are founded, will it not follow, if we disagree 


to the facts, that your reasonings are many of them superfluous, and 
‘some of them dangerous to the community? Do you presume, sir, 


that the legislature of Massachusetts are ripening for a scecession from 


‘the union ? Well may you say that our exemies alone could have made 
the suggestion ; for they have come from persons, associated with your 


honour in political opinions. 
The Legislature of Massachusetts view with equal abhorrence the 
persons who have insinuated any such sentiments, as belonging to their 
body, and those who can affeé to believe them; and they presume from 
the inconsistency of many other parts of the first speech of your honour, 
that you must be infatuated with errour when you undertake to prove tlie 
evils of disunion to the nation, that being the only apology for your en- 
tertaining so preposterous an idea. We now affirm that these notions 
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are utterly extravagant, and however we may believe that the present 
measuresof our national governmentare destructive tothe union, byeating 
inio the very bonds which have hitherto united these states, yet it will 
always be our wish as it will always be our duty, to cling to the nation- 
al compaé as long as it will hold together, But sir, we Cannot sub- 
scribe to your opinion, that there are stages in respect to governments 
when “ an end must be put to debate,” since we hold it to be an inhe- 
sent principle in republicanism, that publick measures are afavays open 
to the animadversions of the people ; and that if it were possible to ex~ 
clude them from this privilege, the enforcementof the principle would 
of itself be an mtroduction of despotism. That experiment has beea 
fully tried, not only in this country, but in Europe. If the governs 
ment are obliged to you for this imtimation in regard to their political 
disease 5 they wall not be obliged to us for remembering the remedy, 

You say, “ itcannot be necessary, nor would it be bencficéal, to re- 
view in detail the continued aggravated injuries and insults which have 
been heaped upon us by the warring powers of Europe.” Thisa pas- 
sage beyond our comprehensionin every respect ; it 1s not easily com- 
prehensible, because we are unacquainted with the continued aggravas 
ted injuries and insults which you allude to as being perfectly familiar 
to us; and still less can we comprehend why, if such continued inju- 
ries and insults have occurred since our countervailing measures, we 
should be obliged to resort to‘ able and repeated discussions,’ which you 
only refer to in a vague and indeterminate manner, and to pubiick doc- 
uments, which, to say the least are not the proper organs of commp- 
nication to this legislature. 

You observe that a government like the present is ‘ so safe, so reason- 
able, so beyond every thing else essential to the liberty and happiness of 
our citizens,’ and so a great many other things to their advantage, that 
its hazard or interruption, cannot be contemplated but with distress. 
You express our grievances in the language of the most zealous meth- 
odist ; we are pressed, you affirm, by aéts of insolence, rapine and 
plunder, to the very wall; we have been smote on one cheek by for- 
eign nations, and our Embargo has fairly turned fhem the other ; we 
have aéted up fully to the christian system of forbearance, and it is 
therefore to be hoped, that we shall not complain, if after all, wetry 
in the modestly warlike language of our virtuous President, ‘* which 
can do the other the most harm.’? We have sank, you seem to inti- 
mate, to the lowest point of national degradation ; a point below which 
we cannot sink: and here we do not disagree with you, especially as 
we unite in believing the truth, of your particular references, as well as 
the general assertion. We have indeed, not only approached, but ar- 
rived at the period when we have “ surrendered our honour, proper'y, 
and the power of self-government.” We have reached a point of de- 














ah eames a — 
e ’ OC dgah " 
nea atte 


THE ORDEAL. 71 





basement, we fear, beyond the power of any recaperative energy to 
enable us to repass. 

The“ pacifick wisdom” of which you speak may be inherent i in our 
government ; but we ate not able to discover any thing in what you 
are pleased to term s0, but Aostility without power, and the puny ef- 
forts of legal restraint against physical ability. Do you call our insist- 
ing on the universal immunity of the American flag in merchants’ ships, 
pacifich avisdom ?? was the non importation law ‘ pacifick wisdom ? 
or is the far famed Embargo policy, so powerfully coercing foreign na- 
tions, * pacifick awisdom ?? It 1s * wisdom’ indeed, corresponding to the 
charaéter of Mr. Jefferson’s philosophick policy ; he affirms it to 
be coercive, and must therefore be much obliged to your, honour for de- 
nominating it pacifick. 

But under ali the unprecedented circumstances of difficulty which the 
national government was placed, the Embargo was a necessary meas- 
ure 3 and therefore because it has passed into a law we have no right 
to complain. If it be unconstitutional ‘it is a question no longer open 
te controversy or opposition ;’ if it be proved imeffef?ual it is notwith- 
standing a measure necessary to coerce foreign nations, and therefore 
‘an end must be put to debate ;’ if * the privations and sufferings of 
the people, in consequence of it, * are notorions to eur rulers,’ if ovr 
property is seized at the point of the bayonet, if our howses aré search- 
ed, and our persons imprisoned, at the beck of a mere dreg of society 
in order to'execute this law, we are told that our protests, our petitions, 
and our remonstrances will be of no avail ; * what !” you observe, would 
you wish to see our peace, liberty, and social happiness at the feet of a 
party? If this law is thus ineffectual, tyrannical, unconstitutional and 
oppressive, it is in vain for your honour to refer to our liberty, social 
happiness or peace ; they are long ago extinguished. 

The strain of triamph, in which ‘your Honour enquire for the 
causes of the ‘ regretted indiscretions, suddenness and individu- 
al rashness, that have denounced our national government, and 
wounded our own ; and the jealousy, distrust, altercation and bitter 
aspersion of some of our best citizens,’ would naturally lead us to im- 
agine that you had proved the propriety of relinquishing all complaint 
of existing evils, in.the exultations of general happiness. But, sir, 
what have you proved ? You admit that ‘ the forbearance and pacifick 
policy of the administration have been no security’ to us against belliger- 
ent aggression, and yet you vindicate the continuance of measures so 
ineffectual. The ship owners and the New-England states may have 
been the greatest sufferers, you observe ; and the Embargo, you admit, 
is unequal in its operation at home, and ineffectual abroad ; and do you 
any fonger wonder at the writhing of wounded patriotism, and the 
cries of calamitous distress ? But we understand you, sir, the gevern- 
ment must be supported in any system of measures however ruinous, 
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because it happens to be Jaw. Andeven when /aw becomes oppressive, 
when liberty becomes restraint, when property becomes uncertain, and 
when innocence is no protettion, the people of this country have no 
right to complain : our rulers in- Washington have a fatherly care over 
us, and though chains are riveting upon our necks, and the poison. of 
injustice is rankling in our veins, our pulsation must remain equable, and 
we must not so mush as heave one sigh, nor groan, nor expostulation. 
This sir, we deem no less than an attempt to deride our distress at the 
expense of our understandings. — If the people are to be cajoled out of 
their rights, let it be done under some appearance of argument. Cov- 
er the dagger -which threatens us with the mantle of publick good ; 
but do not betray. the malicious grin of triumphant despotism, when 
you prostrate our liberty in the dust. If the administration have in- 
volved themselves in a toil, their convulsions to escape may destroy 
the individuals which surround them; Jet them candidly acknowledge 
the errour of their policy, let them admit that theory has deluded them 
like children ; but donot let them add insult to injury, and declare to 
the people, through your honour, that their calamity is no cause of 
complaint. But, sir, if such is your determination, this legislature will 
not.answer for the consequences ; the good sense of the people already 
_begins to be roused, by an unprecedented measure of danger to the 
state ; it cannot much longer be deceived ; and when they are once 
convinced of perfidy in the cabinet at Washington, who will dare to 
assign other limits to their resistance, than the extent of their power ?”” 











MORE OF THE “ CONTRAST.” 


ME ssrs. EpiTors, 

’ AFTER reading your late Remarks on Dr. Mason’s ‘ Contrast be- 
tween the death of a Deist and the death of a Christian,’ my curiosity 
was strongly excited to read the whole of that article. I accordingly 
purchased the’Panoplist for November, and sat down to read it. My 
eyes could hardly keep pace with my astonishment. What could in- 
duce Dr. Mason to publish a ‘ Contrast’ between the deaths of Hume 
and Finley; when, notwithstanding his own remarks and inferences, 
every line of the Contrast is an argument against the cause which he 


has undertaken tosupport ? Suppose Dr. Finley did wish to ‘ feel just. 


as he did when he first closed with Christ ” or that he had assurance 
of the * politeness of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ?” or that he wished 
for a substitute to take care of the cause of religion in this world, when 
he was about to leave it ?. What is this to the by-standers or any body 
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else ? Does it prove that the Christian religion is truth, and Deism a 
lie? I cannot see that it proves any such thing. But the whole story 
proves, incontestibly, that David Hume died with a composure and se- 
renity, becoming a man who had nothing to fear beyond the grave ; 
and that Samuel Finley died either insane, or felt much regret for the 
past, and more anxiety for the future. 

From an attentive perusal of the ‘ Contrast,’ Iam convinced that it 
is calculated to do more hurt than good, by exhibiting the ‘ Deist’ dy- 
ing like a man, and the ‘ Christian’ like a /unatick or a fool. I ask a- 
gain, What could induce Dr. Mason to injure the cause, he pretends 
so warmly to have espoused ? I must believe he is not the author of 
the * Contrast’—he has probably been imposed upon by some diabolical 
evil-minded infidel, some wolf in sheep’s clothing, who wrote the ¢ Con. 
trast’ and procured its insertion in the Christian Magazine, before the 
Doctor had thoroughly examined it. Dr. Mason will not be under 
very great obligations to the Panoplist editors, for asserting, in such un- 
qualified terms, that it is from his pen. I think they ought, in justice 
to the Doctor, and the cause of religion, to contradict the assertion 
immediately, that the vindication may tread upon the heels of the cal- 
umny. 

Yours, Je. B. 








POETRY. 





IT has been our earnest desire, in the poetical branch of this publica- 
tion, to inculcate something which may have a tendency to benefit the 
community. A pretty thought, prettily expressed, will not of itself 
have attraction sufficient for our views ; the thought must have an ap- 
plication to something tangible or useful, and the expression will then 
be brought into consideration. ‘The periodical works in this coun- 
try have been extremely general in the application of their poetry ; 
and one article may be supposed to enforce a moral, which a subsequent 
one as certainly may refute. It has been immaterial to the compilers, 
so long as the lines contained a regular chime, or the diction was hap- 
py or chaste, whether the whole of their compilation had any tenden- 
cy atall. Now we cannot discover why poetry may not be made con- 
ducive to beneficial purposes, as well as prose ; why the soaring ima- 
gination may not be guided in its excursions, as well as the regular step 
of vulgar reason. If we cannot always succeed in procuring such pro- 
ductions as may have the most powerful influence on society, we trust 
we never shall introduce any thing which has not some, The Ode 
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which follows, was written by the unfortunate Chatterton; it is not 
complete. Though we cannot but! censure the infidelity of his ten- 
ets, we at the same time must fully concur with him, in viewing the 
religious hypocrite with execration, when he ‘ preaches heaven with a 
downward eye, which turns his soul to dross ;’ and we confess our- 
selves as ready and willing as he was, to raise our tongue against him, 
* until our eyelids can no longer wag ;’ ‘Oh! ’tis glorious mischief, 
when vice turns holy and puts religion on.’ Is it asked of what use 
itisin this country, to expose a vice which does not exist ; at least, to 
the extent in which the satire understands it? We would only refer 
our enquirers to the disgraceful camp-meetings, the midnight love- 
feasts and leétures, which have so general a prevalence throughout 
New-England. Let them visit such scenes, and they will no longer 
doubt the existence of the most consummate hypocrisy, and daring 
vice ; more, much more than sufficient to warrant severer satire than 
the succeeding Ode conveys. 


ODE. 


RECITATIVE. 
JN his wooden Palace jumping, - 
Tearing, sweating, bawling, thumping, 
Repent, repent, repent, 
The mighty Whitfield cries, 
Oblique lightning in his eyes ; 
Or die and be damn’d ! all around, 
The long-ear’d rabble grunt in dismal sound, 
Repent, repent, repent, 
Each concave mouth replies. 
The comet of Gospel, the lanthorn of Light, 
Is rising and shining 
Like candles at night ; 
He shakes his ears, 
He jumps, he starts ; 
Hark ! he’s whining, 
Fhe short-hand saints prepare to write, 
And high they mount their ears. 


AIR. 
Now the devil take yeall; 
Saints or no saints, all in a lump ; 
Here must I labour and bawl, 
And thump, and thump, and thump, 
And never a souse to be got, 
Unless—I swear by jingo, 
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A greater profit’s made, 
I’ll forswear my trade, 

My gown and market linguo, 
And leave ye all to pot. 


RECITATIVE. 


Now he raves like brindled cat ; 
Now ’tis thunder, 
Rolling, 
Growling, 
Rumbling, 
Grumbling 3 
Noise and nonsense, jest and blunder : 
Now he chats of this and that ; 
No more the soul-jobber, 
No more the sly robber ; 
He’s now an old woman, who talks to her cat : 
Again he starts, he beats his breast, 
He rolls his eye, ereéts his chest ; 
Hark! hark! the sound begins, 
Tis a bargain, and sale for remission of sins. 


AIR. 


Say, beloved congregation, 
In the hour of tribulation, 
Did the power of man affray me? 
I have labour’d—pay me—pay me! — 


I have given absolution, 

Don’t withhold your contribution, 
Men and angels should obey me— 

Give but freely, you’ve remission 

For all sins without condition ; 


RECITATIVE. 


Again he’s lost, again he chatters 
Of lace and bobbin, and such matters. 
A thickening vapour swells— 
Of Adam’s fall he tells ; 
Dark as twice ten thousand hells, 
Is the gibberish which he spatters. 
Now a most dismal elegy he sings; _—. 
Groans, doleful groans are heard about, 
The Issacharian rout 
Swell the sharp howl, and loud the sorrow rings. 
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He sung a modern buck, whose end 
Was blinded, prejudice and zeal ; 
In life to every vice a friend, 
Unfix’d as fortune on her wheel. 
He liv’d a buck, he died a fool ; 
So let him to oblivion fall, 
Who thought a wretched body all, 
Untaught in nature’s, or the passion’s school, 


Now again his cornet sounding, 
Sense and harmony confounding ;° 
Reason tortur’d, scripture twisted, 
Into every form of fancy ; 
Forms which never yet existed, 
And but his oblique opticks can see. 
He swears, 
He tears ; 
With sputter’d nonsense now he breaks their ears ; 
At last the sermon and the paper ends. 
He whines, and hopes his well beloved friends 
Will contribute their souse, 
To pay the arrears for building a house. 
Hark, hark ! his cry resounds, 
Fire and thunder, blood and wounds ! 
Contribute, contribute, 
And pay me my tribute ; 
Or the Devil, I swear, 
Shall hunt ye, as sportsmen would hunt a poor hare. 











THE PORT FOLIO. 





THE editor of this publication is well known. His talents, his po- 
litical and literary principles, are themes of admiration, both to the 
scholar and politician. Having condutted the Port Folio for many years, 
with uncommon ability and taste, as a WEEKLY magazine ; he now has 
deemed it expedient to change, and accordingly has advertised his de- 
termination of publishing it in future, onCE A MONTH, under the same 
title. Without pretending to be acquainted with his motives to this al- 
teration, or with the more extended prospects which a change of sit- 
uation is calculated to open to his view ; whether the novelty of the 
design is expected to aid its progress, or whether from the light and 
airy scenes of fancy, he means to descend into the courts of disquisi- 
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tion, and offer us more solid and substantial matter than is possible for 
a work of only sixteen pages to afford ; we are equally disposed to 
contemplate his attempt with pleasure. Because we are confident that 
the abilities of Mr. Dennie, whether applied to the subtleties of contro- 
versy, the blandishments of taste, the virulence of politicks, or the a- 
cuteness of satire, are eminently calculated to effect the objeét to which 
they may be direéted : and the patronage of the American publick can 
never be ill bestowed on one, the aim of whose life has been to extend 
the 1iterature of his country, and to maintain the proud pre-eminence of 
genius over the grovelling notions of cent per cent. and the calcula- 
tions of city wisdom. 

He has brushed away the inseéts of literature, whether fluttering 
in the sunshine of publick favour or not ; he has penetrated the for- 
tresses of democratick spoilers, and exhibited the feature of the inhabit- 
ants for general abhorrence; he has maintained the doétrines of sound 
philosophy and true religion, against the sophistry of infidelity, and 
the visions of modern theorists : he has espoused the side of real taste, 
and endeavoured to infuse the spirit of the de//es /ettres into the sluggish 
veins of his countrymen. 

His success in obtaining patronage, we fear, has not been so complete 
as his arguments against absurdities have been irrefragable. We can- 
not therefore but offer our best wishes, that the general support of his 
present plan, may be co-extensive with its utility : and although our 
fears draw the reins upon our hopes, yet they inspire us with sufficient 
confidence to prediét, that the counteance of more extended influence 
will smile upon his new undertaking. He has Jaboured in the 
vineyard, from the first until the eleventh hour, and has not yet receiv- 
ed the wages of his hire. We hope he will go on, however ; it may be 
that brighter skies and more benignant sun-shine will succeed to the 
cloudy and tempestuous atmosphere which now surrounds us. 








ADVERSARIA. 





Quid est,quod negligenter scribamus adversaria ?...Cic. 
—=— Qo 

THE hostility of the administration begins now to assume a thun- 
dering aspect. Not content with appeals to reason, proclamations, non 
importation bills, Embargoes,and other restrictive energies, they begin 
to talk of war. However exploding the torpedo, as too destructive a meas- 
ure, they propose as a most effectual conquest of the British marine, a 
premium to any set of mutineers who will rise upon their officers, and 
bring the whole navy*into cur harbours! They say, besides, that such 
mutineers shall have the privilege of citizenship immediately conferred 
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on them without the necessity of residence; since the very act of 
treachery is so congenial to the administration, as at once to entitle the 
traitors to be placed in the enviable situation of friends to ‘the powers 
that bg.’ If we are to be involved in a war with that power, we may 
now beg leave to quiet the mindsof those misguided citizens who may 
happen to fear, that when the ships come before our towns, they will 
undertake to blow them about their ears, that no such thing is to oc- 
cur. No,no}; the government isas sure that the present plan will suc- 
ceed, as that the Embargo can coerce Great-Britain : and we are pretty 
certain that one scheme will be just about as effective as the other 1s 
proved to have been. 








The Assassin Administration. 


CONGRESS is no longer a deliberative assembly ; the eastern mem- 
bers are first to be brow-beaten into silent acquiescence, and if that plan 
fails, to be duel/ed into eternity. The attempt to assassinate Mr. Gar- 
denier, last year, failed of success; how nearly the plan of dispatching 
our representative, Mr. Quincy, has been executed, is yet to be deter- 
mined. The costive ridicule of the Monitor has had as little effect to 
daunt his determination to expose corruption, as the accumulated in- 
dignities which he has been obliged to sustain on the floor of the house. 
We iook upon him with singular attachment, as the man who has dar- 
ed to make the attempt to ‘ pluck bright honour,’ by penetrating the 
vestibule of governmental turpitude ; and by making many efforts to 
rescue from the deep the drowning prosperity of his country. Such 
a man should always be entitled to the regard of his constituents, from 
his intrinsick merits ; but his persecution should sanétify their esteem. 








War with France, 


IS_strongly recommended in Mr. Gore’s Report on Mr. Crownin- 
shield’s Resolutions. We have no objection to this course; we think 
it clear, that with it, all our difficulties with England will be removed ; 
but we are not prepared to say that those difficulties cannot be remov- 
ed without it. How hopeless is our situation, if, either the tone of hos- 
tility to Great-Britain must be softened into acquiescence by the ad- 
ministration ; or.the tone of submission towards France, be changed to 
that of war. If t by a signal mark of the divine favour, we could be 
made to escape from this perilous crisis, it would afterwards inspire the 
most chilling recollections, to retrace in our memories the dangers we 
had passed. When we should tell our children the history of this day ; 
of the relative power of Great-Britain and France ; of the Embargo 
policy, its suicide upon ourselves, its impotence abroad ; that after a 
year, a long year of trial, it was more rigorously and tyrannically en- 
forced than ever ; that constitutional and unalienable rights were de- 
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stroyed, or rendered nugatory : when we should tell them too, how 
the different departments of government were filled ; that James Mad- 
ison was secretary of state ; Albert Gallatin, a foreign renegado, the 
secretary of the treasury ; and Thomas Jefferson the president of the 
union ; how their feelings would be ex ted at the relation. But when 
we should proceed to inform them that these very men, notwithstand- 
ing all their treachery and ignorance of our interests, were again elect- 
ed into office ; they would not believe it possible that such rulers could 
have survived the exemplary revenge, which their injured countrymen 
must have infliéted upon them, to rescue their rights, their persons, 
and happiness, from impending destruétion. 





THE Chronicle of Monday last, after saying that Gop will seek 
retribution for innocent blood, observes, ** America will also be pu: - 
ished till this is obtatned at the hand of justice. I will bring war on 
that nation which screens the murderer from punishment, says the 
Lorp.” This reminds us of a passage of scripture once cited by a 
country gentleman, who had frequently observed that his neighbour’s 
wife, from motives of squeamishness, refused to take her regular meals 
with tke family. ‘ Do you recollect,” says he, * that awful denuncia- 
tion in scripture, Verily, the woman that refuseth to eat with her family, 
but satisfieth her hunger privately in the pantry, is an abomination in 
my sight, saith the Lord.’ We wish some one, who reads the scrip- 
tures more than we do, would inform us where these passages are to 
be found. 


ed 


Something truly Wonderful. 


THE pastor of the Baptist church in Barnstable informs the publick 
through the medium of Tse Witness, a new periodical work published 
in Boston, that the meetings of his church “ are carried on with the 
greatest solemnity and decorum ; so that there has been no outcrying, 
swooning, &c. in the work.”? - We congratulate these people, and most 
truly congratulate the publick on this reform, and sincerely pray that 
it may prevail in other places as weilas in Barnstable. 


Still more Miraculous. 


In a handbil! lately published in Conne@icut, addressed to the char- 
itable, requesting subscriptions for the purpose of purchasing bibles, to 
supply the new settlements in the western country, we are informed, 
“that one of the missionaries in Upper Canada not long since went in- 
to a family, and began to read seleét passages in the bible ; (probably 
in the book of Chronicles or Song of Solomon) he had not read Jong 
before he observed the ‘ crystal tear’ trickling down the cheeks of the 


























whole family, particularly a daughter of about sixteen, and a little boy 
of four or five, the latter of whom exclaimed in piteous accents, while 
remorse for his numberless crimes almost choaked his utterance, ‘ Dad- 
dy, is that a Bible ?” on being answered in the affirmative, he replied, 
‘ J did not think that a Bible looked so.’ ” 


Miracles outdone. 


During a late ‘ stir in religion,’ so called, at Brattleborough in Ver- 
mont, a young lady relating her experience at the time when (to use 
the expression of Dr. Finley,) she ‘first closed with Chrift,’ said that 
“¢ she was one day walking in the woods, and saw lying at the foot of 
a tree, an animal which she supposed to be an angel or a devil ; she 
was sure it must have been an angel, a devil, or a wosdchuck”’ ! ! 


So much for the effervescence of itinerant zeal, and the ebullitions 
of fanatick bigotry. Are not publications, which.convey such disgrace- 
ful accounts of the prostration of human nature in the darkness of infat- 
uated ignorance, libelson the character of New-England ; and is it 
not the duty and interest of every good, wise, and learned Christian to 
oppose the ramparts of his talents, his virtues, and information, to the 
incursions of such re-barbarizing delusions ? 








EPIGRAM, 
ON A WOULD BE PHILOSOPHER. 


When first his farce of countenance began, 

Ere the soft down had mark’d him almost man, 

A solemn dulness occupied his eyes, : 

And the fond mother thought him wondrous wise :—~ 
But little had she read in nature’s book, 

That fools assume a philosophick look. 


The above is an extract ; but we cannot see why the application does 
not come home to the sentiments and feelings of the present times. 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


THE hurry im which our last paper went to the press, was the cause 
of numerous typographical errours. In the remarks on Love and Physick, 
page 57, for ‘ a great variety,’ read a great rarity ; for ‘ much deleét- 
able food,’ read such delestable food’; page 60, for ‘ Laura descried her 
lover,’ read Laura describing her lover; page 62, for ‘ unccessful ne- 
gociation,’ read unsuccessful negociator. 

We shall endeavour in future that such glaring inaccuracies shall 
not occur. ; 








